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Editorial
This project grew out of a strong feeling, on our part, that there is currently something of a hiatus
between remote and rural practitioners of "community development" on the one hand, and the
field of "community psychology" on the other. In the Northern Territory of Australia, where we
live and work, there seems to us to be a tremendous breadth of work going on at the level of
community. Yet despite this huge diversity, and potential for cross-fertilisation, there did not
seem to be a forum for these activities to be gathered under one roof. In its own small way, this
special issue aims to take one step towards bridging that gap. In the process, the various and
many contributors to this special issue are creating a unique opportunity for future developments
both in practice and in theory.
Definitions of community development abound, and, being advocates of pluralism, we would
never pretend to reduce these to some kind of "one truth." Instead, we prefer to view community
development as any improvement in the quality of community life that is generated and
evaluated from within the community itself. All communities are developing, and any
community development is about flexing community voice and the group and individual
empowerment that this brings.
This overview gives us a concise linkage with community psychology. Once again, we would
not pretend to offer a single definition of this entire and diverse field of inquiry, but perhaps we
can say that its ethos is community empowerment. Community psychology is all about applying
the principles and theories of psychology to real community development issues. Logically
therefore, there should be a mutually fruitful point of intersection between community
development on the one hand, and community psychology on the other.
In the contributions that follow, you are about to meet a very diverse range of practice and social
science. Given our arguments above, we see this as a major strength of the gathering. At the
same time however, we believe there is a unifying force that binds all of these wonderful
contributions together. This force is the power of community voices, and what we would like to
do now is to let you hear them resonate.

Darwin
June 2000
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